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There was a time when the health and educational quality of life for people was a huge concern in the Western Nigeria. At that time, people were hopeful about the
health-care institutions in Nigeria as they believed the same people who built the Colonial hospitals also built the new ones in the native land. Unfortunately, that
belief did not pay off. The private health institutions that opened in the native land were filled with not a few Nigerians who walked through the doors and died for
want of the basic necessities that the hospitals abroad did not even charge. To this day, health-care infrastructure in Nigeria has been a major problem that is being
addressed by the Federal Government. There is, however, one outstanding problem that the Federal Government has not addressed as it should: the higher
education sector. Unfortunately, the problem is a major one. The national university system, which is one of the important outcomes of the British system of
education, is in shambles. Colleges and universities are not even paying teachers and students their due. I cannot remember, for instance, a professor teaching a
course when he was paid his full salary. In fact, the vice-chancellors are making the money and there are no funds to pay students. Two decades back, in a so-called
economic boom in the country, the government and the people were made to believe that the universities were on their way to take advantage of the booming
economy. This caused the government to rush money to the higher learning institutions at all costs. Some of these institutions were able to make money. Some of
them are now wealthy universities that have hundreds of millions of naira in their bank accounts. With such money, however, came some of the problems that the
colleges and universities now face. For instance, tenure-track professors were not regularized. At least 50 per cent of the professors in the universities today were
not employed on a regular basis. There are some universities where the students did not even know the university presidents. When they came to visit the
university, they only saw the vice-chancellors. The varsity presidents were not even in the same country as the vice-chancellors. Before I get to the crux of this
paper, I would like to tell you about my experience with such a university. In this university, the student union was a union of chiefs and seniormost officers. The
union is run as a political party and, in fact, is a registered political party. The union leadership was given tenure. It became a source of revenue for the university.
The vice-chancellor who, on paper, is supposed to be in
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